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Office of Faith Formation

Sharing Truth, Love and Family
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September 26, 2017
Dear Parents and Confirmation Candidates:
We are providing some important information regarding forms to be completed and returned to our offices by dates marked.

a) Confirmation Registration Form  (10-22-2017)
b) We Must Have a copy of the candidates Baptismal Certificate (10-22-2017)
c) Student Sponsor invitation Letter (12-3-2017)
d) A composition sheet for student to write about the saint whose name they are choosing for Confirmation. The report can be typed or hand written. (01-21-2018)  Students may have completed this during class, if so, I will collect the report from his/her teacher
e) A log for recording completed service hours (which will be transferred to the official Service Booklet prior to Confirmation for presentation to the Bishop) (02-25-2018)
Sponsor’s “Certificate/Letter of Eligibility” is due on (01-21-2018)
The date of Confirmation is Tuesday, May 15th at 2:30 and 5:30pm 
Confirmation Practice {with Sponsor} Monday, May 14th 3:30-4:15- for the 2:30 Confirmation and 5:00-6:15 for the 5:30 pm Confirmation.

Confirmation Retreat {students} Saturday, May 12th 8:00-11:30
Please keep in mind that a sponsor’s “Certificate of Eligibility” for Confirmation must be obtained from the church the sponsor currently attends.  This certificate or letter will certify that the sponsor is at least 16 years old, is a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church and is eligible to be a sponsor for your son/daughter.
We are all happy to share this special time in your child’s life with you and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Deacon Bill Palmisano, DRE
Contact:
3500 South Broad Street, Hamilton, NJ  08610
        Telephone 609-585-0542
Deacon Bill Palmisano, Director ~ wpalmisano@srhap.org
Midge Cassarini, Secretary ~ mcassarini@srhap.org
Gabriela Gates, Office Assistant~ggates@srhap.org
Application for the Reception of Confirmation; 2017-2018
Please PRINT:

Student Name _________________________________________​_____ ​​​​ ​​M __ F__ Class: _____

Address:______________________________________

City & Zip _______________________

Home Phone # _______________________ Cell #__________________

Family Email ____________________________

Father’s Name: __________________________________

Mother’s Name ___________________________   Maiden Name_________________________

Date of Birth __/___/____ 

Date of Baptism __/__/___ 

Church of Baptism/Address / City, State_______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
Church of Reconciliation/Address/ City, State ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Church of 1st Communion/Address /City, State ___________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________________
Confirmation Name: (as to be used on official Certificates)  (i.e.; Martha Anne Dwyer)
First Name ___________________ Saint: __________________________Last: ___________________
Sponsor’s Name: _____________________________________________tel: ______________________
Sponsor’s Church/address/city/state________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
In case of emergency, if you are unable to reach me, please contact: 

Name:___________________________ Phone: ______________ Relationship:__________________

I hereby authorize St. Raphael-Holy Angels Faith Formation Personnel and volunteers to provide emergency medical treatment for my child if I cannot be reached. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ______

Office Use Only:

Requirement completed: _____________ Sponsor Form ___________________ Letter of Eligibility


______________ Saint Report   ___________________ Service Hours


______________ Confirmation Retreat/Sacramental Prep Sundays_______
Completed__________________
REQUIREMENTS OF A 
CONFIRMATION SPONSOR
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All sponsors should:

· Be an adult OTHER than a parent of the student

· Have received the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation in the Catholic Church

· Attend Mass regularly throughout the year
· Act as an example of how to live a Catholic life that reflect Jesus’ teachings
· Have a Sponsor Form or “Letter of Eligibility” filled out, signed and sealed by the Pastor of the Church that you attend (the sponsor’s own church – not the candidate’s church ) Give this signed form to your candidate by  January, 21st 2018
Being a Confirmation Sponsor will provide you with an excellent time to look at and perhaps deepen your own relationship with God.  Step back and reflect on your own faith.  Since faith is a life-long journey, everyone can benefit from opportunities to expand and grow along the way.  If time for prayer slips away in your busy day, now is a great time to find a few minutes for it each day!  Beginning and ending each day with simple, sincere prayers can go a long way in building a stronger relationship with God and will help increase your own awareness of God’s  presence in your life.
Your role as a sponsor can be traced back to the times of the early Church.  Originally the sponsor played a key role in a person’s conversion to Christianity.  In times of Christian persecution, when faith and conversion had to be kept secret, the “sponsor” who was known to be a person of faith, spoke on behalf of the candidate and attested to the person’s knowledge of and commitment to the faith.  The sponsor was promising that they knew that the candidate was indeed sincere in his or her desire to become a Christian.  Through the years, the role has changed, but one fact has not changed.  The Confirmation sponsor is still a person of strong faith, and lives a life that shows a devotion to Jesus’ teachings.  Through example and interaction, the sponsor can help guide the candidate to grow in their faith, and make a commitment to keep God central in their lives.  As a friend, role model, and helper, the sponsor can guide the candidate on a life-long journey of faith.

Sponsors are welcome to attend the Four Family Sacramental Preparation Programs with Confirmation students and their parents on Sundays during the school year. 

Student →Sponsor

Invitation

STUDENT:

I,______________________________________, wish to celebrate the fullness of the Gift of Confirmation.

I have prepared myself for this celebration by prayer and by study, and by trying to live up to my Baptism.

I know that the Holy Spirit of Love invites me:




To share in the mission of Jesus,




To try to grow in my Christian faith life,




To work and celebrate the Liturgy with the Catholic community.

The response I choose to make to this invitation is “YES”.

Will you ___________________________________ stand as my witness to this choice at my Confirmation?



(Print Sponsor’s Name)

SPONSOR:

By signing below, I agree to move forward and OBTAIN A LETTER OF ELIGIBILITY, confirming that I am in good standing with the Catholic Church and able to stand as a Sponsor in the Faith for Confirmation.

Sponsor’s Signature: _______________________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________________________________

Sponsor’s Parish: __________________________________________________________
City, State: _______________________________________________________________

Parish Tel: ________________________________________________________________

St. Raphael-Holy Angels Faith Formation

Sharing Truth, Love and Family
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Confirmation Service Hour Log for Confirmation Preparation

Total Required Hours: 25 (Due 2-25-2018)
Parish Service Hours: 13 required hours

	Description of Service
	Date Completed
	# of Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Community Service Hours: 6 required hours

	Description of Service
	Date Completed
	# of Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Family Service Hours: 6 required hours


	Description of Service
	Date Completed
	# of Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Parent/guardian Signature______________________________________________
Saint Composition Assignment for Confirmation Students
In Saint Raphael-Holy Angels Parish Faith Formation Programs

As you prepare for Confirmation, you will choose a saint’s name to serve as your Confirmation name.  In Scripture and in Christian tradition, changing one’s name signaled an important change in one’s life.  Through the Sacrament of Confirmation, you undergo change as you receive a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  You should research saints and pray about this decision before you choose a name.  It is important to take the name of a saint who inspires you and who exhibited qualities that you admire.  

Some good websites to search for information about Catholic saints include the following:

http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/byname.aspx
http://www.catholic.org/saints/
http://www.loyolapress.com/saints-stories-for-kids.htm
http://www.ewtn.com/saintsholy/
http://www.newadvent.org/
You may also find information about saints in books at home or at the library.

You are required to submit a report about the saint you have chosen.  Please use your own words when writing about the saint.  Please include the following information in your report:

· The name of the saint

· The saint’s date of birth and the date and manner of death 

· Where the saint lived

· What the saint did during his or her life

· Why you think this person is a saint

· At least three qualities about the saint that you admire

· Any special prayers or devotions to the saint

· If the saint is a patron saint, and if so, of what

· The reason you chose to take this saint’s name as your own

· Any other interesting information you would like to provide about the saint

Please write (or type) at least one page for this report.  Make sure you include your name, the class you attend, and your catechist’s (teacher’s) name at the top of your completed report.  At the end of the report, please list the sources that you used to find information about your saint.

The Saint Report should be submitted by January 21st 2018. If you have already completed this report during class, I will collect it from the teacher.
If you have questions or need assistance, please feel free to contact the Office of Faith Formation at 609-585-0542.
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Student’s Name: ________________________________

Class: _________________________________________

Catechist’s Name: ______________________________

Confirmation Saint Name_______________________


Please follow the instructions provided on the Saint Composition Assignment Sheet.  Feel free to use this sheet to write your composition or you may type your composition.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Signature of Student:___________________________________________

1-21-2018


Confirmation Saint Composition


�





Form to be given to your Sponsor and returned by December, 3rd 2017








